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Dear Mr. Rupprecht,

Director Tom Newton of the lowa Department of Public Health referred your letter dated
April 3, 2009 to me for a response. In your letter you asked if lowa had any laws that require
patrons in food establishments to wear shoes or other footwear.

Our agency is responsible for the licensing and inspections of all food establishments in

Towa. We have adopted the 2005 FDA Food Code by refé This Code add food
safety and sanitation issues within these establishments. It does address the hygienic practices
of food handlers, however, it does not address any requirements related to what the customers
wear or don't wear. This is left entirely to the food of each establis} Therefore
the bottom line is that even though we often see signs in restaurants that say “no shoes no shirt
no service by order of the Health Department”, I know of no such law. You may view the 2005
Food Code on our website at the following address: http:/www.dia.iowa.gov/page3.html

Sincerely,

GG Hrregm———

Judy Harrison
Food and Consumer Safety Bureau Chief

LUCAS STATE OFFICE BUILDING, 321 EAST 12™ STREET, Des MOINES, IOWA 50319-0083

TADHINISTRATION ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS HEALTH FACIUTIES INVESTIGATIONS
(515) 281-5457 (515) 281-6468 (515) 2814115 (515)281-5714
FAX: (S15) 242-6863 FAX: (S15) 2814477 FAX: (515) 242-5022 FAX: (515) 242-6507

Telephone Number for the Hearing Impaired: (515) 242-6515



