DEPARTMENT F HEALTH

Protecting, maintaining and improving the health of all Minnesotans

March 22, 2002

Dear Mr. Rupprecht:

Thank you for your recent letter requesting information about any laws that require
patrons to wear shoes or other footwear in places open to the public, such as restaurants,
retail establishments, libraries, schools, etc.

I have also observed the signs you refer to that state, “Shoes required by the order of the
Health Department.” I am not aware of any state rule or law or any local ordinance that
requires this. This does not, however, preclude local levels of government, such as
counties, townships, or cities from passing and enforcing ordinances to that effect.

I hope this letter answers your question. If you need further assistance, please contact me
at 651-215-0861.

Colleen Paulus, Manager KA
Environmental Health Services
Environmental Health Division
P.O. Box 64975

St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0975
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