OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

BOB TAFT
Govemor

246 Norlh High Streel

Post Office Box 118
Columbus, Ohio 43216-0118
J. NICK BAIRD, M.D.

Telaphone (614} 466-3543 Director of Health

APR 0 2 2002 w0 state.oh.us

Dear Mr. Roat:

Your letter requesting references to laws or regulations that requires shoes or other footwear for
the general public (i.e., patrons) in places open to the public such as restaurants, has been
forwarded to the Ohio Department of Health's (ODH), Bureau of Environmental Health, Food
Safety Program for reply.

In Ohio there are 139 local health department (Ihd) jurisdictions that are responsible to enforce
the Chio Food Service Laws and Rules. Duties include but are not limited to the licensing,
inspection and follow up of complaints regarding food service operations within their jurisdiction.
The ODH Food Safety Program provides technical oversight to the local health departments.

Currently, there are no references in the Ohio Food Service Laws and Rules that requires a
patron to wear shoes. However, local health departments do have the authority to adopt local
ordinances if they choose. You would have to contact each local health department to obtain
information as to if they have adopted such an ordinance.

The Ohio Department of Health provides a listing of Ohio local health departments at the
following web site address: http://www.odh.state.oh.us/Directory/directory1.htmi.

Additionally, if a food service operation chooses to have a dress code policy they may.

if you have any questions, please contact the Food Safety Team at 614-466-1390.
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