STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
CORDELL HULL BUILDING
426 5TH AVENUE NORTH

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37247

June 24, 1997

Dear Mr. Shakely:

This is in response to your letter dated June 6, 1997, in which you address the legal basis of food
vendors requiring customers to wear shoes “by order of the health department.”

Staff researched the Tennessee Department of Health’s Hotel, Food Service Establishment and
Public Swimming Pool Act of 1985, and accompanying Regulations, and found no reference to
customers being required to wear shoes while in food establishments. The Tennessee
Department of Agriculture regulates retail food stores in Tennessee and an inquiry to that
department also revealed no such requirement of food store customers.

I hope this information will be helpful. Should you have further questions, please contact Rick
Johnson, Division of General Environmental Health at (615) 741-7206. Thank you for your
concern for public health.

Sincerely,

Fredia S. Wadley, M.D.
State Health Officer

NM/C:B4017170

cc: Commissioner Nancy Menke
Rick Johnson



